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Washington county Employment has fallen from Recent Highs

Washington County 

employment has remained 

relatively flat 2023-2025.

May 2023: 311,400

May 2025: 309,400

Statewide, employment 

has grown modestly.

May 2023: 1,987,000

May 2025: 2,006,200

2



Washington county Employment sluggish compared with u.s.

After initial strength, 

Washington County 

Employment has stalled 

for two years.
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Healthcare has strongest job growth; amid traded-sector job losses
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Employment is down 1% 

year-over-year, with 

largest losses seen in 

manufacturing and in 

professional and business 

services.

Healthcare continues its 

long trend of employment 

growth.
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Knowledge and production sector employment declines
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Local service sectors off the chart
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Healthcare and leisure show strength
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Unemployment has been low for a decade, aside from the pandemic

Unemployment Rate, Past 20 Years.

Washington County, 
May '25, 4.3%
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Unemployment has steadily 

increased for two years.

Historically, 4.3% is low.
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Unemployment: slow but steady increase

In June 2025, the State’s UR 

was estimated at 4.9%, which is 

statistically higher than the 

Nation’s 4.1%.

In May 2025, Washington 

County’s UR of 4.3% was 

higher than the U.S.’s 4.2% for 

the first time since April 2009.

(not statistically significant).
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Labor force participation: declining recently

Recently, the County’s labor 

force has shrunk.

In comparison, the State’s 

labor force is relatively flat, and 

the Nation’s has grown.

323,000 CLF pre-pandemic.

Declining CLF, declining 

employment, and increasing 

UR might suggest an increase 

in discouraged workers.
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Oregon labor market turnover
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Bureau Labor of Statistics, Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey (JOLTS)

Oregon’s labor market 

churn has cooled.

Separations: 4.7%

Hires:  5.7%
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loosening labor market, long term tightness
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Portland Tri-County Job Market Loosening
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics (not seasonally adjusted)

Before 2025, 

already cooling.
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Qualityinfo.org

Your local 
workforce 
analyst.

(503) 360-2421
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Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

Brannigan Vogt, workforce analyst serving Washington county
brannigan.t.vogt@employ.Oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  
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